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Draft transition messaging
The transition from Kinder to Prep, Year 6 to Year 7, or Year 10 to Year 11 are important milestones for students.
It’s an exciting time full of possibilities and lots of new things to experience. There are new routines, new timetables and in many cases a new group of peers.
 
We recognise that mixed with the excitement are plenty of nerves and that it can be a challenging/stressful time for some students, and their families too. This can sometimes have an impact on how students feel about going to school. Reaching out to families can go a long way to helping everyone feel more comfortable about the transition and going to school each day.
 
These transition messages have been developed for schools to use to help reassure families and let them know that support is available if their child needs it. 
· Message for Prep families
· Message for Year 7 families
· Message for Year 11 families.

If you are the class/home room teacher any of these groups, you may want to send this or similar messages out at the start of the year to support in this time of transition. 

[bookmark: _Int_WSalONxV]You may like to consider using the ESDM banner to go with your message. This is available in the resources section of the Anything is Possible website.


[bookmark: _Message_for_parents]
Message for parents and carers of Prep students
[image: Every School Day Matters banner, showing photos of students in different situations, like riding bikes, making coffee, in a classroom and at a school crossing. 
Text reads Every School Day Matters. anything.Tas.Gov.AU]
Dear (insert class name) parents
I’m X, your child’s teacher
I’d like to take the opportunity to welcome your child/ (or X insert name to personalise) to our class.
I’m looking forward to getting to know them better and working with them as they move into the next phase of their primary school years. 
We know that the transition from Kindergarten to Prep and the move to full time school is a big step – for your child and for you! We recognise that your child will be tired and need time to adjust, but we ask that you continue to send them to school. Missing just a few days early in the year can make it harder to catch up later.
Please be assured that we have strategies in place to address the transition to full time school in Prep and allow for this when planning the school day for your child. 
Regular attendance is so important in setting a routine and good habits that can help set your child up for future success. Early habits can have a lasting impact. For example, research shows that school attendance rates in Prep can be an indicator of attendance rates in the later years of schooling. 
Regular school attendance is also important because it gives your child the best chance to: 
· spend time with their friends and teachers 
· create new and fun experiences 
· find their interests 
· learn new things 
You can also assist as a parent/carer by helping set up a regular bedtime and school day routine and speaking positively about school with your child. 
[bookmark: _Int_SQHfcWh5]We do understand that Prep can be overwhelming for some students and that there are real challenges that young people and families face in getting to school.
If you’re facing any challenges getting your child to school, please reach out to me. Our school has a range of support available and I’m here to work alongside you so your child can have a strong start to the school year. 
You can also find a range of information at: www.anything.tas.gov.au
[bookmark: _Int_ZEQvDP20]I look forward to teaching your child and helping them to achieve wonderful things in Prep in 2026! 
Yours sincerely
Teacher name 
[bookmark: _Message_for_parents_1][bookmark: _Toc220919463]Message for parents and carers of Year 7 students 
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Dear (X insert class name) parents
I’m X, your child’s home room teacher
I’d like to take the opportunity to welcome your child/ (or X insert name to personalise) to our class.
I’m looking forward to getting to know them better and working with them as they move into their secondary school years. 
I know that the transition from primary school to high school is a big step. We recognise that your child will be tired and need time to adjust but we ask that you continue to send them to school. Missing just a few days early in the year can make it harder to catch up later. 
 Please be assured that we have strategies in place to support the transition to Year 7 and ensure your child settles in. You can also assist as a parent or carer by speaking positively about school and setting up a regular school day routine. 
Regular attendance now helps build confidence and achievement later. It’s so important in setting a routine and good habits that can help set your child up for future success. 
It also gives your child the best chance to: 
· spend time and grow connections with their friends and teachers 
· create new and fun experiences 
· find their interests 
· learn new things 
[bookmark: _Int_T4Ya60yp]We do understand that Year 7 can be overwhelming for some students and that there are real challenges young people and families face in getting to school.
If you’re facing any challenges getting your child to school, please reach out to me. Our school has a range of support available and I’m here to work alongside you so your child can have a strong start to the school year. 
You can also find a range of information for you and your child at: www.anything.tas.gov.au
[bookmark: _Int_2WJRJX7m]I look forward to teaching your child and helping them to achieve wonderful things in Year 7 in 2026! 

Yours sincerely
Teacher name 
[bookmark: _Message_for_parents_2][bookmark: _Toc220919464]Message for parents and carers of Year 11 students
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Dear (X insert class name) parents
I’m X, your child’s home room teacher/school principal
I’d like to take the opportunity to welcome your child (or X insert name to personalise) to 
X College. 
We are looking forward to getting to know them better and supporting them as they move into their senior secondary school years. 
[bookmark: _Int_XkjsddsC]We know that the transition from high school to Year 11 is a big step. It’s a new environment with a larger peer group and lots of new subjects, routines, and expectations. We recognise that your child will be tired and need time to adjust but we ask that they continue to come to school. Missing just a few days early in the year can make it harder to catch up later.
Please be assured that we have strategies in place to support the transition to Year 11 and ensure students settle in. You can also assist as a parent or carer by speaking positively about the transition and helping your child set up a regular school day routine. 
Regular attendance now helps build confidence and achievement later. It’s so important in setting a routine and good habits that can help set your child up for future success. 
It also gives your child the best chance to:
· spend time and grow connections with their friends and teachers 
· create new and fun experiences 
· find their interests 
· learn new things and get ready for what comes after college.
[bookmark: _Int_7wloy6q9]We do understand that Year 11 can be overwhelming for some students and that there are real challenges young people and families face in getting to school.
If you’re facing any challenges getting your child to school, please reach out to us. Our college has a range of support available, and we are here to work alongside you and your child so they can have a strong start to the school year. 
You can also find a range of information for you and your child at: www.anything.tas.gov.au
We look forward to helping your child to achieve wonderful things in Year 11 in 2026! 

Yours sincerely
Teacher/principal name
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